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•  Established	  in	  1977	  
•  Legally	  recognized	  under	  SARA	  in	  2003	  



	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Species	  at	  Risk	  Act	  (2003):	  

•	  The	  purposes	  of	  this	  Act	  are	  to	  prevent	  wildlife	  species	  
from	  being	  ex-rpated	  or	  becoming	  ex-nct	  
• 	  To	  provide	  for	  the	  recovery	  of	  wildlife	  species	  that	  are	  
ex-rpated,	  endangered	  or	  threatened	  as	  a	  result	  of	  human	  
ac-vity	  	  
• 	  To	  manage	  species	  of	  special	  concern	  to	  prevent	  them	  
from	  becoming	  endangered	  or	  threatened.	  



Primary	  func:ons:	  

•	  Assess	  the	  status	  of,	  and	  iden-fy	  threats	  to,	  
wildlife	  species	  at	  risk	  using	  best	  available	  
informa-on	  

•	  Communicate	  assessments	  to	  the	  Canadian	  
public	  and	  to	  government	  



	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  SARA	  defines	  a	  ‘wildlife	  species’	  to	  be:	  

•	  A	  species,	  subspecies,	  variety	  or	  geographically	  or	  
gene-cally	  dis-nct	  popula-on	  

•	  Wild	  by	  nature	  

•	  Na-ve	  to	  Canada	  or	  has	  extended	  its	  range	  into	  Canada	  
without	  human	  interven-on	  (and	  has	  been	  present	  for	  at	  
least	  50	  years)	  



•  IUCN	  Criteria	  
•  Responsible	  to	  Minister	  of	  Environment	  
•  Secretariat	  via	  EC	  
•  ATK	  Subcommi5ee	  
•  Non-‐government	  advisory	  body	  
•  Na-onal	  Scope	  



•  Government	  of	  Canada	  will	  consider	  COSEWIC	  
designa:ons	  when	  establishing	  the	  legal	  list	  of	  
Species	  at	  Risk	  

•  Process	  is	  independent	  and	  transparent	  
•  Best	  available	  scien-fic,	  Aboriginal,	  and	  

community	  knowledge	  
•  Does	  not	  consider	  social,	  poli-cal,	  economic,	  or	  

personal	  consequences	  
•  Limited	  funds	  and	  capacity	  



COSEWIC	  membership	  (31	  vo-ng	  members;	  ~	  60	  
people)	  

• 	  Four	  votes	  from	  federal	  government	  (CWS,	  PCA,	  
DFO,	  CMN)	  
• 	  Thirteen	  votes	  from	  provinces/territories	  
• 	  Three	  non-‐government	  science	  members	  
• 	  Ten	  co-‐chairs	  of	  the	  species	  specialist	  
subcommi5ees	  
• 	  One	  co-‐chairs	  of	  the	  ATK	  subcommi5ee	  

COSEWIC	  is	  supported	  by	  10	  specialist	  
subcommiJees	  &	  the	  COSEWIC	  Secretariat	  



10	  specialist	  subcommiJees	  

• Amphibians	  and	  Rep-les	  
• Arthropods	  
• Birds	  
• Freshwater	  Fish	  
• Marine	  Fish	  
• Marine	  Mammals	  
• Molluscs	  
• Mosses	  and	  Lichens	  	  
• Terrestrial	  Mammals	  
• Vascular	  Plants	  

• Aboriginal	  Tradi-onal	  Knowledge	  Subcommi5ee	  









Designa-ons	  
Category Definition 
Extinct Species no longer exists 
Extirpated Species no longer exists in Canada, but exists 

elsewhere 
Endangered Species facing imminent extirpation or extinction 
Threatened Species likely to become endangered if limiting 

factors are not reversed. 
Special Concern Species has biological characteristics and identified 

threats that make it susceptible to decline. 
Data Deficient Available info is insufficient to determine if species' 

is eligible for assessment or to permit an 
assessment of the species' risk of extinction 

Not  At Risk Species has been evaluated and found to be not at 
risk of extinction under current conditions 



Aboriginal	  Tradi:onal	  Knowledge	  
SubcommiJee	  (ATK	  SC)	  

2	  Co-‐chairs	  &	  10	  members	  
(2	  or	  4	  yrs)	  	  

Nominated	  by	  Na-onal	  
Aboriginal	  Organiza-ons	  

•  Inuit	  Tapiriit	  Kanatami	  
•  Mé-s	  Na-onal	  Council,	  	  
•  Na-ve	  Women’s	  Associa-on	  
of	  Canada	  	  

•  Assembly	  of	  First	  Na-ons	  
•  Congress	  of	  Aboriginal	  
Peoples	  

Ministerial	  appointments	  

Status	  assessment	  only,	  
not	  SARA	  management	  or	  
recovery	  

Budget	  of	  $250,000	  



Aboriginal	  Tradi:onal	  Knowledge	  
SubcommiJee	  (ATK	  SC)	  

2	  mee-ngs	  
	   -‐	  Summer	  
	   -‐	  Fall	  	  
	   -‐	  Winter	  (if	  COSEWIC	  funding	  available)	  	  

Species	  Reports	  
	   -‐	  Source	  Reports	  
	   -‐	  Assessment	  Reports	  

Specialized	  Reports	  



What	  is	  ATK?	  

No official COSEWIC definition, but has 
the following elements: 

 World	  view	  or	  way	  of	  knowing	  	  

  Ecological,	  u-litarian,	  social	  &	  spiritual	  values	  
  Long-‐term	  knowledge	  conveyed	  orally	  over	  many	  
genera-ons;	  localized	  &	  descrip-ve	  	  

  Informa-on	  held	  by	  elders	  &	  resource	  users	  about	  species’	  
biology	  	  

  Informa-on	  in	  published	  reports	  or	  present-‐day	  informa-on	  
collected	  on	  Aboriginal	  lands	  



ATK that informs COSEWIC decisions 

•  Species	  distribu-on	  	  
•  Habitat	  
•  Popula-on	  size	  
•  Body	  condi-on	  	  
•  Species	  interac-ons	  
•  Poten-al	  threats	  
•  Trends	  over	  -me	  &	  space	  
•  Exis-ng	  management	  

•  Aboriginal	  names	  



ATK	  SC	  Priori-za-on	  of	  
Species	  

ATK	  Source	  Report	  
ATK	  Assessment	  

Report	  
ATK	  Gathering	  

Report	  

All	  species	  to	  be	  
assessed	  by	  
COSEWIC	  

COSEWIC	  Status	  
Report	  



Decision	  Matrix	  



Decision	  Matrix	  

• 	  6-‐9	  –	  Minimal	  Effort	  

• 	  10-‐12	  –	  Development	  of	  ATK	  Source	  Report	  

• 	  13-‐15	  –	  Development	  of	  ATK	  Source	  Report	  
and	  Assessment	  Report	  

• 	  16-‐18	  –	  Development	  of	  larger	  ATK	  Source	  
Report	  and	  Assessment	  Report	  	  	  



COSEWIC	  ATK	  Source	  Report	  







Completed	  Source	  Reports	  

•  Grizzly	  bear	  	  
•  White	  sturgeon	  
•  Caribou	  (all	  DUs)	  	  
•  Sockeye	  salmon	  (Fraser	  

River)	  
•  Haida	  Gwaii	  slug	  
•  Eastern	  box	  turtle	  
•  Steller	  sea	  lion	  	  
•  Spo5ed	  turtle	  
•  Plains	  and	  wood	  bison	  	  
•  Beluga	  
•  Lake	  Sturgeon	  DUs	  1-‐4	  
•  Lake	  Sturgeon	  DUs	  5-‐8	  
•  Harbour	  Porpoise	  

(Northwest	  Atlan-c)	  

•  Cassin’s	  auklet	  
•  Atlan-c	  walrus	  
•  Seligeria	  careyana	  (Limestone	  

Moss)	  	  
•  Bu5ernut	  
•  Wolverine	  	  
•  Shortjaw	  cisco	  
•  Mormon	  metalmark	  	  
•  Blue	  ash	  
•  Green	  sturgeon	  	  
•  Athabasca	  rainbow	  trout	  

(Alberta	  DU)	  
•  Sockeye	  Salmon	  (Fraser	  River)	  
•  Chinook	  Salmon	  
•  Grey	  Whale	  
•  Narwhal	  



COSEWIC	  ATK	  Assessment	  Report	  



Completed	  Assessment	  Reports	  
•  Grizzly	  bear	  	  
•  Caribou	  (All	  Designatable	  units)	  	  
•  Sockeye	  salmon	  (Fraser	  River)	  

•  Atlan-c	  Walrus	  

•  Beluga	  Whale	  

•  Plains	  and	  Wood	  Bison	  



Completed	  Targeted	  Project	  
• Grizzly	  bear	  (Southern	  range)	  
•  Bobwhite	  
•  Eastern	  &	  Midland	  Painted	  
Turtle	  



Special	  Projects	  
•  Beluga	  DU	  Report	  (ATK-‐based)	  
•  Candidate	  jus-fica-on	  of	  Black	  ash	  
(COSEWIC	  process)	  	  

•  Candidate	  jus-fica-on	  of	  Black	  ash	  (ATK	  
perspec-ve	  only)	  	  

•  Guidance	  documents	  on	  ATK	  integra-on	  
for	  status	  report	  authors,	  SSCs	  &	  
COSEWIC	  

•  Narwhal	  ATK	  Gathering	  Project	  proposal	  



Summary	  
•  COSEWIC	  is	  non-‐government	  
•  Develops	  status	  report	  for	  species	  at	  risk	  
•  Advises	  the	  government	  on	  the	  status	  of	  
wildlife	  in	  Canada	  

•  Aboriginal	  Tradi-onal	  Knowledge	  
Subcommi5ee	  par-cipates	  in	  the	  
COSEWIC	  process	  to	  ensure	  the	  proper	  
use	  of	  ATK	  within	  status	  reports.	  	  



Thank	  You	  

Presented	  by:	  Roger	  Gallant	  
rgallant@gallantenvironmental.com	  


